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FRANZ aEILLPARZER's EARLY YEAES

FRANZ GRILLPARZEE was born in Vienna on the 15th of
January, 1791, and died there on the 21st of January,
1872. Fame came to him at the very beginning of his
career, yet his long life, consistently devoted to high ideals,
brought him disappointments such as have fallen to the lot
of few writers of his intellect and character. Prof.
August Sauer has prefaced his standard biography of
the poet by a telling characterization of the attitude of
the world toward him during his lifetime and since his
death:

"Born.in a land which from time immemorial has culti-
vated German poetry and song, but which in the march
of centuries had become completely estranged from the
progress of German thought; reared during a time of
political stress, when the foundations of law and morality,
of hereditary privileges and acquired rights were crum-
bling; meeting with many obstacles during the period of
his youthful development, yet preserving his own individ-
uality in spite of conflicting influences, the poet appeared
before the public, at the age of twenty-six, with a work of
rare maturity and power, and became at one bound the
literary celebrity of his day, both in his native courltry
and the greater German fatherland. But not for long did
the favor of the fickle public remain true to him. Then
